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SYPHILIS IN BELGIUM. 


Wirnovr attributing to the disease called syphilis—that direful plague 
of the human race—the mysterious importance with which the followers 
of Hahnemann invest it (following, in this respect, the erratic footsteps of 
their visionary master), we cannot deny that the propagation of syphilis is 
one of the most potent causes of the deterioration of mankind, and one of 
the greatest evils, physical as well as moral, to which the human race is 
liable. Were the disease merely to afflict those persons who have exposed 
themselves to contagion in the haunts of vice, it might be considered 
merely a just punishment for moral depravity. But such is not the 
fact. The innocent victims of syphilis are infinitely more numerous than 
the guilty ; for it is a disease which follows vice and crime down to “ the 
third and fourth” generations ; syphilis in the parents being, it is gene- 
rally considered, one of the chief causes of scrofula, pulmonary con- 
sumption, and other fatal and distressing diseases in their children. 

Under such circumstances, it will at least be adinitted, that it is a ques- 
tion worthy of consideration whether it may not be wise for a govern- 
ment to adopt measures to prevent the propagation of this malignant and 
destructive malady, with the humane object of protecting future genera- 
tions from early decay and death. We are thus guarded in putting the 
question, because we are well aware that it is the general opinion in this 
country, that any interference with vicious pursuits, for sanatory purposes, 
is an indirect sanction of such practices, and 1s, therefore, to be condemned. 

Acting on such views in this country, syphilis has been left to itself; 
it has exercised its ravages on multitudes of the population, unrestricted, 
uncontrolled. The result is, that in no part of the world, we believe, in 
accordance with the generally-received opinion of the profession, is there 
more syphilis, as compared with the population, than in Great Britain ; 
and in scarcely any is the disease seen in a more virulent form. In no 
country, also, as a necessary corollary, are we likely to find its influence 
as a cause of consumption and scrofula, and of cachectic diseases in 
general, more fully developed ; these affections, according to the philo- 
sophical idea of M. Lugol, being destined to purify the human race from 
contaminated stock, and thus to prevent its continuous and final deterio- 
ration. The difficulty, however, which we should experience in estab- 
lishing any kind of medical superintendence over the abandoned classes 
of society, and the moral objection which may be raised, with a certain 
appearance , correctness, to the marshalling of the vicious, even for 
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general sanatory purposes, is perhaps a sufficient reason why no attempt 
of the kind has been made amongst us. 

In various continental countries, on the contrary, the public authorities 
have considered it their bounden duty to endeavor, by every means in 
their power, to arrest the progress of a pestilence, the effects of which 
on society at large are so deplorable. In their philanthropic ardor, they 
have not allowed themselves to be arrested by the difficulties and obj 
tions to which we have alluded, but have boldly interfered with vicious 
habits for the humane — of protecting the morals and the health of 
the general population. Nor have their efforts, startling as it may appear, 
been unattended with success. In the large towns of France, where a 
vigilant scrutiny has been for some time exercised on women of aban- 
doned character, syphilis is very much less common than it was previous 
to the adoption off these measures, and the intensity of its manifestation 
is also diminished. ‘This is no doubt owing to a large proportion of the 
cases falling under the eye of medical men at the onset. But it is in Bel- 
gium that the authorities have been most active, that the principle of in- 
terference has been carried to the greatest extent, and that the most 
marked results have been obtained. It is more especially within the last 
three or four years that the attention of the Belgian government and 
municipal authorities has been directed to the prevention of the propa- 
gation of this disease. ‘The measures adopted have been most ingenious, 
and have been so successful, that the malady has been nearly exterminat- 
ed in the army—in all other countries a great focus of the syphilitic 
affections. 

The sanatory measures which have been adopted in Belgium within 
the last few years, in order to diminish the ravages of syphilis, may be 
ascribed to the Belgian Royal Academy of Medicine. Previous to 1842, 
little or no attention was paid to the subject, either by the municipal au- 
thorities or by government. At the latter end of that year, M. Seutin, 
one of the most influential members of the Academy, proposed that the 
learned body to which he belonged should formally request of the Minis- 
ter of the Interior, to propose to the Legislature the adoption of regula- 
tions calculated to arrest the progress of the syphilitic disease. A com- 
mittee of the Academy, composed of five members, was named to inves- 
tigate the subject, and after four months’ labor, made a very able report 
through the medium of M. Vieminckx. In this report, the absolute ne- 
cessity of enforcing the five following resolutions was strongly insisted 


upon :— 

1. That all women publicly living by prostitution should be subjected 
to EC police regulations. 

2. That no prostitute should be allowed to walk or stand in the streets. 

3. That in all populous districts there should be one or more medical 
men, and a commissary, specially intrusted with the superintendence of 
prostitutes. 

4. That the communal (parish) authorities should have additional 
power to act against prostitutes in general. 
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5. That all persons attacked with syphilitical disease should be admit- 
ted, without restriction or difficulty, into the public hospitals. 

These resolutions were adopted by the Academy, after a lengthened 
discussion. ‘The deliberations, however, had reference, not to the views 
contained in the report, which were unanimously approved, but -to the 
propriety of the Academy taking the initiative in recommending govern- 
ment to interfere with the functions of the municipal authorities, those 
bodies not having been consulted on the subject. But the objection was, 
at last, over-ruled. The intervention of government, however, became 
unnecessary, the civil authorities at once applying to the Academy for 
advice and assistance, on hearing of the discussion that had taken place. 
The committee was re-appointed, and entrusted with the drawing up a 
series of rules, embodying the foregoing propositions. The regulations 
framed by the committee were at once carried into effect by the civil au- 
thorities. ‘They are too voluminous to admit of being printed at length 
in this place. But their main features may be disclosed by stating that 
they carry into effect all the views contained in the previous report. Not 
only is an examination of all prostitutes, twice a week, by competent and 
well-remunerated medical functionaries, rendered imperative, and every 
possible precaution taken to ensure its being efficiently enforced, but, in 
addition, active measures are taken to ferret out every case of syphilis 
with a view to stop the propagation of the disease. 

It is in this latter respect, more especially, that the measures adopted 
by the Belgian authorities differ from those pursued in France, and in 
other continental countries. ‘Thus, the medical officers of the venereal 
hospitals and of all other hospitals and dispensaries, are requested to ask 
of their venereal patients the names and addresses of the persons by 
whom they were infected. These are handed to the police, and when it 
is possible, that is, when the culprits are prostitutes, they are at once 
examined, and, if found infected, taken to the hospital to be treated. 
These arbitrary measures, as may be easily supposed, are not susceptible 
of being carried to any great extent with ordinary patients in civil life, 
but in the army they have been enforced with the utmost rigor, and with 
the most beneficial results. Whenever a soldier is attacked with syphilis, 
he is taken by a corporal or sergeant before the commissary of police, 
and obliged—and that before he can be received into the hospital or treat- 
ed—to state by who n he was: infected, or whom he suspects. This sys- 
tem is rigidly and successfully enforced, so that the source of contagion is 
generally discovered when the diseased person is a soldier. In order to 
induce the latter to reveal the name and address of the female through 
whom he suffers, various punishments which were formerly inflicted on 
them when so affected, such as the stoppage of pay, distinctive marks, 
&c., have been withdrawn in favor of those who conform implicitly with 
the regulation. On the other hand, those who refuse are punished, as 
elso others who delay reporting to their superior officers the fact of their 
suffering under the venereal disease. 

These measures have been so successful, it appears, as regards the 
army, that it does not exhibit now more than one hundred and thirty 
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venereal cases, on a total of thirty thousand men. Moreover, the num- 
ber would be even smaller, it appears, were it not that in two towns, 
Gard and Namur, the “ sanatory police ” has still to be satisfactorily es- 
tablished. At the same time that the frequency of syphilis has thus evi- 
dently diminished in the army, it is also considered to have become less 
frequent in private life, the number of cases app'ying for admission into 
the hospitals having much decreased. 

The evident success which has attended the efforts thus made, during 
the last three years, has, it would seem, stimulated the Belgian authori- 
ties to make further exertions in the same direction, and it is confidently 
expected that the disease will, in the course of time, be reduced to the 
mere shadow of the previous terrible malady. 

It is likewise apparent that France is on the point of following the 
example of Belgium, by endeavoring to render more perfect its police 
regulations. — London t. 


M. TROUSSEAU ON THE ABUSE OF ALKALINE PREPARATIONS. 


Amonce alterative medicinal agents, alkalies certainly occupy as important 
a place as mercury, iodine and arsenic ; alkalies exercise on the economy 
an immense influence, as do acids ; and this must necessarily be the case. 
The blood is naturally alkaline, but it is only so in certain proportions, 
which enable it to endow with special chemical properties the various se- 
cretions. Of these secretions, some are slightly alkaline, such as the 
saliva and the pancreatic fluid ; some are alkaline in a high degree, as 
the bile ; while others are very acid, as the urine, perspiration, and 
tric — If by the use of alkalies you increase the alkaline state of 
the blood, at Jast you bring about a special state of that fluid, and a new 
state of the secretions.. The secretions which are naturally alkaline will 
become more so; those that are neuter will become alkaline ; and those 
that are acid will either become less acid or more or less alkaline. ‘These 
chemical effects necessarily take place. The presence of acids being 
one of the conditions for the digestion of food in the stomach, it cannot 
be a matter of indifference to neutralize the acids which the economy 
wants—for the transformation of fecula into glucose, for instance. The 
digestion of amylacgeous substances becomes, therefore, incomplete, or ex- 
tra-natural, if we may use the expression. The presence, also, of alka- 
lies in the blood in due proportion, gives to this liquid the means of burn- 
ing, to a certain extent, the carbonaceous elements absorbed in the pro- 
cess of digestion. An imperfect combustion gives rise, without doubt, 
to morbid symptoms; but a too great or too rapid combustion, on the 
other hand, is not the less attended with inconvenience, as it gives rise 
to important mutations in the composition of the blood, and consecutively 
in the texture of the organs. 

It is therefore, under no circumstance, of unimportance to administer 
alkalies. ‘Taken without any real indication for a few days, they only 
give rise to momentary disturbance; but taken in large quantity, they 
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occasion a cachectic condition, followed by a deplorable state of emacia- 
tion. ‘The ancients before us, had admirably indicated the influence of 
alkalies on the composition of the blood: they had remarked, that it be- 
came more fluid, being paler than in the normal state ; and that at Jast a 
cachexia became established, characterized by paleness, general puffiness 
of the tissues, and passive hemorrhage ; moreover, they had also per- 
ceived that these symptoms were followed by emaciation. Within the 
last few years, the abuse which has been made of the mineral waters of 
Vichy and Carlsbad, in the treatment of gout, has proved the above fact. 
The abuse of alkalies has certainly done more harm than that of iodine. 

When, in an acute disease, we wish to produce promptly a modification 
in the state of the blood, similar to that produced by bleeding, we employ 
mercurials, and more especially calomel ; but when the disease is a chronic 
disease of the liver, or an affection depending on a diathesis, with pre- 
dominance of acids in the secretions—as in gout, for instance—then it is 
by alkalies that we must act. But we must take care not to go beyond the 
end which we propose to ourselves. Certainly the attacks of gout may 
be moderated by. taking, with perseverance, the waters of Ems, Carlsbad 
or of Vichy ; oftener still, by these sane remedies, the formation of uric- 
acid deposits in the kidneys may be prevented. But to extinguish the 
gouty mazifestation is no more to cure gout, than we cure syphilis by 
causing the disappearance of cutaneous syphilitical eruptions through 
topical applications. The diathesis is of so obstinate a nature, that, wit 
out exposure to other hygienic influences than those encountered by the 
common run of mankind, the gouty person will have a relapse of his 
attacks. A great deal is gained, however, if the attacks are rendered 
more rare and less acute. If the diathesis itself has to be destroyed, as 
some not very intelligent physicians wish, it becomes necessary deeply to 
modify the constitution ; and the abuse of alkalies is to be feared, for it 
is a much more serious disease, and much more irremediable, than either 
gout or gravel. 

The liver swells and becomes large in animals that are fed with highly 
carbonaceous substances, and that are condemned to inaction. Exercise, 
it is well known, is one of the best means of favoring the combustion of 
carbonaceous principles, and especially of fatty matter. It is also well — 
known, and in this instance chemical theories agree with therapeutical 
experience, that the ingestion of alkalies, and the alkalinization of the blood 
which results, render this combustion more easy, and act as an adjuvant 
to an inactive respiration. Theory would, therefore, have led us to the 
administration of alkalies in the treatment of chronic diseases of the liver, 
even if practice had not decided the question for centuries. 

Even under these circumstances we must take care not to abuse the 
administration of alkalies. It is not enough recollected in medicine, that 
the properties inherent in living tissues suffice to resolve engorgements as 
soon as the first retrograding impulse has been given. When we bleed 
in pneumonia, we do not believe that the pneumonia is cured merely be- 
cause we have withdrawn from the lungs the blood in excess. Such an idea 
could not even enter the mind of any one who has the slightest knowledge 
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of pathology. The blood having been extracted, an obstacle to the ac- 


eomplishment of the nutritive functions of the pulmonary tissue is removed, 
and resolution takes place in virtue of properties inherent in the pul- 
monary tissue, and that often without its being necessary for medicine 
again to interfere. 

The obstacle which we can thus remove at once in an acute disease 
we can only slowly destroy in a chronic disease ; but as soon as it is de- 
stroyed, the properties of tissues resume their play, and the physician 
has only to remain the attentive and intelligent spectator of the opera- 
tions of nature. Thus it is that the importance of the precept which we 
have just established becomes apparent—viz., that in the treatment of 
chronic diseases of the liver, we must stop in the administration of alka- 
lies as soon as the resolution of the engorgement has begun, without 
endeavoring to pursue a morbid state which will now get well without» 
further assistance. 

It is because they do not take into consideration the properties which 
nature has given to our tissues, that so many physicians insist too long 
on alkalies in diseases of the liver. A patient finds himself better on his 
return from Vichy, Ems, or Carlsbad. His health b-comes re-established 
during the winter. He thinks, that in order to prevent a return of the 
disease, he must, the following summer, again take the waters, and con- 
tinue to do so for several years consecutively. Instead, however, of re- 
turning relieved, his sufferings increase, owing to his blindly insisting on 
the use of a remedy which was no longer required. 

How is it that physicians do not see that a remedy powerful to cure is 
powerful to do evil. Alkaline remedies are daily administered with in- 
conceivable indifference. A physician prescribes to a patient one or 
two months’ use of the waters of Vichy, Carlsbad, or Ems, as he would 
barley-water to drink. Is it a matter of so little importance to change 
all the secretions of the economy ? Other alterative medicines are wield- 
ed with more prudence. Mercury and iodine, for instance, are adminis- 
tered with care and precaution, because the danger which attends their 
use is known. 

In concluding these remarks, we have no hesitation in stating that 
the danger of alkalies is greater than that of mercurials, because the 
danger is less suspected, and that their administration is often only arrest- 
ed when the health of the patient has been irreparably destneeds This 
is not so often the case with mercurials, because the experience of three 
centuries has told us that mercury could not be taken long with impunity. 
It behoves us, therefore, to declare loudly, both the immense utility and 
the extreme danger of alkaline remedies. 


EXCLUSIVE VEGETABLE EATING. 
Dererence might make it proper in this place to advert, briefly, to the 
opinions of some persons concerning the propriety of exclusive vegetable 
eating. Frequently it is asserted that the nourishment of vegetables is 
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better calculated to promote long life, a vigorous and healthy condition 
of all the functions, intellectual, moral and physical, than that derived 
from animal matter. By such persons it is also asserted, that animal 
matter was originally the main cause of human degeneracy ; that it is 
discountenanced by the Bible ; that it is calculated to make the indivi- 
duals who use it vicious, intemperate and blood-thirsty ; that it gives rise 
to a great number of diseases, to which mankind would not otherwise be 
subject. Eulogies really the most passionate have been bestowed upon 
vegetable eating, while reasonings the most elaborate have been directed 
against a mixed diet: and that, too, not less by persons holding conspicu- 
ous stations in the commonwealth of letters, than by medical men, many of 
whom in their day were deeply versed in the literature of their profession. 

Dr. Wm. Alcott’s work is now before us, with the following im ing 
title: “ Vegetable Diet, as sanctioned by Medical Men in all Ages. 
We find in this work such names as Rush, Cullen, Gregory, Lawrence, 
Cuvier, Home, Cheyne, Abernethy and Muzzy, quoted in favor of man 
deriving his food exclusively from vegetables. In justice, however, to 
many of these distinguished authors it should be remarked, that they de- 
livered themselves on this exclusive system with very considerable am- 
biguity. This is not true, I confess, of our friend Prof. Muzzy, formerl 
of Hanover, N. H., now of Cincinnati, Ohio. From the terms of his 
expressions he stands committed for a number of reasons, founded not 
less on moral than on physical considerations. ‘Take, however, as a 
sample of ambiguity, the quotation from the eccentric Abefnethy, to show 
that he is in favor of the system. 

“If you put improper food in the stomach, it becomes disordered, and 
the whole system is affected. Vegetable matter ferments and becomes 
gaseous ; while animal substances are changed into a putrid, abominable 
and acid stimulus. Now, some people acquire preposterous noses ; others, 
blotches on the face, and different parts of the body ; others, inflamma- 
tion of the eyes, all arising from irritations of the stomach. I am often 
asked why I don’t practice what I preach. [ reply by reminding the in- 

uirer of the parson and the sign-post—both point the way, but neither 
lows its course.” 

In relation to the various opinions which have obtained currency upon 
vegetable-eating, it may be submitted, that at the time that most of them 
were rife, the only certain method of testing the nutritive qualities of ali- 
mentary substances was in its infancy. Analysis of the animal and vege- 
table articles, commonly used as food, had not taken place. Until within 
the present century nobody had any evidence to believe that the nourish- 
ing principles were of a constant character; always the same, whether 
derived from animal or vegetable matter; and identical in chemical com- 

ition with the blood. Attested, nevertheless, as such facts have been 
by chemical analysis, they must have their influence in making up an 
opinion concerning the proper food of man. Experiments upon inferior 
animals strengthen their correctness. So, also, does a proper understand- 
ing of the process of chymification. Food when submitted to the action 
of the gastric juice is dissolved, but we are told that its elements, albu- 
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men, fibrin, and casein, are not changed in their chemical composition. 
In his work on Animal Chemistry, Liebig tells us, “ The clear gastric 
juice contains a substance in a state of transformation, by the contact of 
which with those constituents of the food, which by themselves are inso- 
luble in water, the latter acquire, in virtue of a new grouping of their 
atoms, the property of dissolving that fluid. During digestion the gastric 
juice when separated is found to contain a free mineral acid, the presence 
of which checks all further change. That the food is rendered soluble quite _ 
independent of the vitality of the digestive yo has been proved by a 
number of the most beautiful experiments. Food, exclosed in perforated 
metallic tubes, so that it could not come in contact with the stomach, was 
found to disappear as rapidly, and to be as perfectly digested, as if the 
covering had been absent ; and fresh gastric juice, out of the body, when 
boiled white of egg or muscular fibre was kept in contact with it for some 
time, at the temperature of the body, caused these substances to lose the 
solid form and to dissolve in the liquid.” By this it appears that in chymifi- 
cation the elements of the food undergo no change except that of being 
dissolved, and made to assume a form ready for assimilation. 

If then the constituents of the food derived from animal or vevetable 
matter be the same, and are not altered by chymification, but pass imme- 
diately into the blood unchanged, it is reasonable to suppose that conside- 
rations founded on something else than nutrition must operate on an indi- 
vidual who prefers vegetable to animal food. 

Concerning the supposition that animal food makes those who use it 
vicious and sanguine in disposition, | have only to say, that such specu- 
lations seem more likely to have had their origin in the imagination, than 
in reason, or a careful and an extensive observance of the influence of 
food on the habits and dispositions of animals. Like causes, under like 
circumstances, must give rise to something like the same effects. How, 
then, is it possible for animal, which, as we have seen, differs in no re- 
spect from vegetable food, to give rise to consequences which the latter 
is entirely incapable of producing. 

Into a consideration of the morality of eating animal food we shall not 
enter. ‘This question belongs to the department of theology, and by the 
Divine Code only can it be settled.—Dr. Dawson, in Western Medical 
and Surgical Journal. 


CASE OF FXTR-UTERINE PREGNANCY. 
By Edw. Whinery, M.D., of Ft. Madison, Iowa. 


On the 23d of May, 1845, 1 saw Mrs. M. Foster. She was confined to 
her bed and complained of much debility. There was a tumor in the 
abdomen that extended from the anterior iliac spine of the right side as 
high as the umbilicus, and passing the linea alba, so as to occupy three 
fourths of the abdomen. It was pretty firm and even in shape, slightly 
elongated towards the left hypochondrium. There was much tenderness 
upon pressure. There was also pain, intermitting, as in parturition. My 
inquiries drew forth the following history of herself. 
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When a child she had been cast among strangers to have an existence. 
She was healthy, and menstruated at 15; did not know what it meant ; 
on the third day went toa spring and washed her linen. The consequence 
was immediate suppression of the menses. Much pain and difficulty fol- 
lowed ; and thus she lingered some two years without the aid of a phy- 
sician. She was dropsical and health fast declining, but received medical 
aid in time to be restored. At the age of 20 she married, and in about 
a year gave birth to a child, and again to a second in a year and a half from 
the first. After this second birth she observed a tumor in the abdomen 
at the right side, and that there was motion in it. Ina month she was 
seized with severe pain—intermitting, and resembling those in the in- 
cipient stage of labor. Dr. Thomas, of Schoolcraft, Michigan, saw her ; 
applied fomentations, &c. Pain continued a week and ceased. Her health 
became good, though she still felt the motion in the tumor. She became 
pregnant again, and ina year and eight months gave birth to a third child. 
After this last birth she still observed the tumor, and that it had enlarged 
since the previous birth. In a week she again had pain which continued 
a week, as before, and in three oe there was a recurrence, and thus it 
continued to recur every fourth week until | saw her, generally lasting 
nine or ten days at each period. There was slight hemorrhage at each 
pain, which was taken by physicians and nurses to be menstruous. The 
motion in the tumor was most distinctly felt when there was pain. 

When I saw her (eighteen months after the birth of her last child) a 
of these parturient pains was about closing, having lasted nine days. 

e motion in the tumor had ceased for the first time a few days previ- 
ously. She believed she knew the instant that death took place, and that 
it was in one of her most violent pains. The tumor lost its natural feel, 
-“— ~ she expressed it, spread itself out over the bowels and felt flabby 
and dead. 

My prognosis was extra-uterine pregnancy —that at the second concep- 
tion there had been a uterine and an extra-uterine conception. 

I endeavored to address her understanding by presenting our theory of 
conception, and also the probable cause of extra-uterine conceptions. 
That from some cause the passage of the right Fallopian tube had been 
obstructed, probably from inflammation at the time of the suppression of 
the menses ; that the ovarium of that side had remained healthy. 1 re- 
ferred her to a case | published in 1842, in the New York Medical Ga- 
zette, Vol. I., No. 26. She is quite an intelligent woman, and understood 
the matter with little difficulty. But the case was a different one. In- 
stead of the fcetus having lived only five months, this had lived nearly 
four years. What could be done? 

I proposed, as the only means that offered a reasonable prospect of 
success, to perform the operation of paracentesis abdominis, and to ex- 
tract the tumor. Too this she unhesitatingly assented, saying she had al- 

suffered a hundred times as much as she could in the operation ; 
and that she had great curiosity to know the true nature of her case. If 
there was nothing done she could not live—if the operation was perform- 
ed she could but die. 1 directed a portion of calomel and oil, and fixed 
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on the 2d of June to operate; promising to have in attendance a medical 
friend with whom I could advise. The day arrived, and my friend was 
absent. I visited her on the 4th, with the intention of having it put off 
until he would return, or we could select another. She was not willing 
to have it delayed and suffer another period of pain ; said I was the only 
one who had seemed to understand her case, and she was willing for 
me to operate without the advice of another. [ consented to operate 
alone 


I made an incision in the linea alba about four inches in length. After 
cutting through the integuments, linea alba, &c., the knife came in contact 
with a hard gritty substance, three or four lines in thickness. Upon cut- 
ting through this, a dark brown fluid was discharged to the amount of three 
or four quarts. She became very faint, so that I thought it best to desist 
from further efforts. | applied a simple bandage and thus closed the 
orifice ; gave an anodyne and enjoined quietude and a repetition of the 
morphine next day. The smell of the fluid discharged was not very dif- 
ferent from that of the liquor amnii. 

On the 6th visited her—found her pretty comfortable—some more ten- 

derness of the abdomen. The orifice had probably discharged a gallon, 
and was still discharging. 1 directed a decoction of senna to move 
the bowels, to be followed with an anodyne ; light diet and quietude 
enjoined. 
‘Sth. —Avain visited her ; found her free from febrile or inflammatory 
symptoms ; puise weak ; and general sinking of the nervous system ; the 
discharge very offensive in smell. Gave three grs. of quinine in a little 
porter, to be repeated once in four hours, and directed antiseptic applica- 
tions to the abdomen. : 

10th.—Symptoms improved ; pulse full and soft ; smell of the discharge 
offensive. Directed three grs. sulph. quinine to be given daily in porter, 
and, if necessary, decoction of senna. 

15th.—Found her improved ; less tenderness of the abdomen ; no dis- 
charge ; appetite good ; ordered porter and a generous diet. 

24th.—Comfortable ; appetite good ; discharge offensive ; less debility ; 
continuation of treatment. 

4th July.—No particular change ; continuation of treatment. 

17th.—Visited her. On the 15th, while sitting in a chair having the 
dressing changed, a bone presented itself at the orifice. She took hold of 
it, turned it, and took it out, and immediately there followed a mass 
bones, hair, and putrid matter. She grew faint, and as soon as the matter 
could be removed was placed on a bed and the bandage properly ad- 
justed, and pressure applied by the hands of an assistant to promote the 
discharge. ‘They preserved two of as large bones as they could select, 
and a bunch of hair, some of which is five inches long. e remainder 
they buried. I had it dug up and satisfied myself that it had been a 
monstrosity, but did not examine it with sufficient care to enable me 
give a description of it that would be interesting. . 

The discharge, after the main mass escaped, was small, and gradually 
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one in quantity and in offensiveness, and ceased altogether in about 
ve weeks, and the integuments closed by adhesion. 

I saw her about the latter part of December. Her health had become 
good. ‘The menses had returned, and the only difficulty was a large ab- 
dominal hernia. This 1 have remedied with a truss—American Journal 


of the Medical Sciences. 


VOMITING PRODUCED BY TITILLATION OF THE FAUCES. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sin,—Although there may be nothing original in the treatment of 
the following case, yet I consider it of some importance, inasmuch as it 
tends to show that the practice is entitled to more consideration at the 
hands of the profession than it has hitherto received. 

A few years since I was called to a case of pneumonia in a child about 
one year and a half old. The patient, prior to my visiting it, had gone 
through with a regular course of Thomsonian treatment, and to all ap- 
pearance was beyond the reach of the most judicious prescription which 
could be devised. ‘The countenance was pallid in the extreme ; pulse 
scarcely perceptible ; surface cold, and of a cadaverous appearance ; 
eyes fixed, and turned back in their sockets ; respiration laborious ; whilst 
to all these was added the prospect of suffocation from a large accumu- 
lation of mucus which had taken place along the whole course of the 
respiratory organs, and which the prostrate energies of nature in vain 
might labor to remove. Antimony and ipecac. were prescribed as an 
emetic, in the most liberal doses ; but without producing the slightest 
apparent effect ; and, indeed, under the circumstances which existed, I 
very much question whether vomiting could have been produced by the 
most efficient remedies in doses compatible with the safety of the patient. 
Recourse was consequently had to the titillation of the fauces by the use 
of a goose quill, previously dipped in warm water, and the use of which 
was followed by immediate vomiting, and the discharge of a large quan- 
tity of mucus from the stomach and respiratory organs. The result was 
a temporary relief of all the symptoms, which was at length followed by 
areturn of them, when the same means were again put in requisition, 
and with the same satisfactory effect. ‘The operation was repeated at 
intervals (according to circumstances) for several times, without any fur-, 
ther use of emetics; and it may be proper to add, that vomiting only 
occurred when produced by titillation of the fauces in the above manner. 
To say the least of it, the fauces could at all times be excited to a suffi- 
cient extent to produce a revulsive action of the stomach, whilst that or- 
gan was incapable of such an effect from the more direct and common 
means. ‘The happy termination of the above case, and others which I 
have had more recently, seem to warrant the following conclusions, viz., 
that vomiting may be produced sympathetically, through the medium of 
the fauces, when the same effect cannot be uced by the most active 
means when directly applied to the itself; and that in many 
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cases titillation of the fauces is the most safe, successful and immediate 
means for producing vomiting, whilst emetics only fulfil a subservient 
office, and should be depended upon as an auxiliary solely. 

Are these conclusions, Mr. Editor, correct? And are they in accord- 
ance with general experience and observation? For myself, they are 
the result de few years’ practice ; but from the comparatively limited 
experience which | have had for pathological observation, they are, in 

heniz, N. Y., il, 1846. ours respectfully, 
pri Ne M.D. 


CURES THROUGH THE IMAGINATION. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.| 


In the Journal of April 15th there are several remarkable cases related 
of the influence of the imagination in the cure of diseases. ‘The quota- 
tions from M. Magendie, and the effect of music in relieving catalepsy, 
show how intimately and powerfully the mental and corporeal systems 
are connected. But these cases are by no means so completely to the 
point, as the one given by Dr. Ingalls of the effect of the imagina 
tion in the cure of his rectum, aided by a large dose of muriate of soda 
The doctor still labors under a remarkable mental hallucination in sup- 
posing that the inconceivably small dose of table salt contained in the 
five globules “ of the thirtieth potency,” had the least to do with the 
cure ; although it might have “undergone the dynamizing process of 
Hahnemann,” or the cabalistic incantations of some Hindoo medicine- 
man. If ne could daily take both “large quantities,” and at times, 
undoubtedly, quantities, by accident, as small as the homeopathic dose 
of five globules, either in drink or food, without the “ sensation as if the 
minime vascule were in a state of slight distention,” it seems to me that 
the imagination must have had some agency in the effect. The doctor 
must pardon me for doubting his sanity, and for suggesting to some of the 
many excellent institutions for those thus affected, to be found in Massa- 
chusetts, that here is a proper case for their treatment. If, however, a 
jury should acquit a man of insanity, who can boldly stand up and relate 
such a case, and contend that the means were an adequate cause for the 
effect produced, they must certainly convict him of insapiency. If he is 
sane, he is not sapient. Did neither the previous treatment and regimen 
nor the recuperative power of nature have anything to do with the favora- 
ble termination ? Both seem to me much more likely to have effected 
the object. 

In a fortnight after he took two more globules “of the thirtieth po- 
tency”! The greater the dilution the more active the dose. In inverse 
tatio—the more important the cause, the more potent the effect! I think 
Dr. Ingalls may well agitate the question of sequence or consequence. 
My powers of apprehension must undergo this “ dynamizing process,” 
before I am sufficiently “ potent” to u philosophy of this kind. 
C——, N. H., April, 1846. T. 
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FASCINATION OF SERPENTS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—The following account relating to the contested point of the fasci- 
nation of serpents, was cut from a newspaper, and is forwarded to you. 
It struck me, upon first reading it, as the most plausible hypothesis which 
I had ever seen. This was a few years past. Happening to come 
across it at this time, it occurred to me forward it to you, that you might, 
if you thought fit, preserve it upon the pages of your Journal. As the 
occurrence happened in my own county, I made some inquiry respecting 
Mr. Gallup, and have no reason to think but that he was a respectable 
and veracious man. Yours truly, §Josera Comstock. 


Lebanon, Ct., April, 1846. 


A correspondent of the New York Courier, commenting upon the 
death of Dr. Stadlin, at Saratoga, a year or two since, by the bite of a 
rattle snake, remarks as follows relative to the fascination so generally im- 
puted to the rattle snake : | 

“ The serpent’s power to charm is regarded with scepticism by a great 
many, but there are very many authentic instances on record. In Wil- 
liams’s History of Vermont, a high authority, you will find some very in- 
teresting facts and comments on this subject ; but,a case has come within 
my own knowledge which is worthy of publication and may throw some 
light upon it. It has generally been believed to be the fascination of the 
serpent’s eye. ‘This may have some effect, for probably there is no livin 
eye which has such piercing brilliancy and fascinating beauty ; but 
have seen little birds under the spell, fluttering about the snake and draw- 
ing gradually, like the infatuated votary of vice, to its deadly tempter. 
It cannot be this altogether. ‘The snake at such times keeps its head vi- 
brating, its forked tongue darting, and its tail trembling, while the whole 
body moves like that of a creeping caterpillar. The case alluded to above 
was related to me by Nehemiah Gallup, a revolutionary veteran who 
died about a year since, in Groton, Ct. ie said that, in the revolutionary - 
war, when attached to Fort Griswold, in that town, opposite to New 
London, he, in company with a number of other soldiers, went out on a 
hunting excursion, and finding a rattle snake, some of which are occa- 
sionally killed in that town, they fixed their bayonets, and forming a circle 
amused themselves by teasing him, till they all began to grow giddy and 
sick, when they killed him. They went on their way, thinking no more 
about it, but gradually grew worse, and on reaching their quarters were so 
seriously indisposed as to require medical advice ; being troubled with ex- 
cessive nausea at the stomach and vomiting. ‘The physician made par- 
ticular inquiry in reference to their food, &c., for some time previous, 
when one of them accidentally told of their adventure with the snake. 
He at once replied that he was no longer at a loss to account for their 
sickness, and inquired if they perceived any peculiar odor at the time. 
They each recollected that they did. He replied, “1 have seen on the 
lines in the State of New York many instances of this kind. ‘That snake 
was charming you with a stupefying effusion which they emit at pleasure, 
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and had you not despatched him as you did, probably he would have 
despatched some of you.’ He gave emetics, and they recovered. ‘ Many 
years afterwards,’ said Mr. Gallup, ‘1 went into a room where two rat- 
tle snakes were exhibited, and immediately on entering the room, perceiv- 
ed the same odor, though not so strong, and was so sick that I had to 
leave the room.’ 1 have never seen this idea advanced by any one else. 
It seems more reasonable than the other, and is worthy of consideration.” 


POPLITEAL ANEURISM SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY PRESSURE. 


{Tue following discussion on a most interesting branch of surgery occur- 
red at ameeting of the Medical Society of London on the 16th of March 
last. ] 

The patient, John R , aged 32, a tailor, an unhealthy man, was 
admitted at Blenheim street Dispensary, Sept. 7th, 1845, with popliteal 
aneurism of the left leg. The treatment, by compression with Signo- 
roni’s tourniquet, was commenced Sept. 12th. The pulsation ceased on 
the twentieth day, but returned on the twenty-second day, accompanied 
by great swelling, tenderness, and increase in size of the tumor. Some 
leeches were applied ; the tenderness subsided, but the swelling, pulsation 
and bruits, remained. During the last forty-four days of the treatment, 
direct pressure by a pad and bandage was made on the aneurism, under 
which treatment the pulsation and bruit had ceased on the 12th of De- 
cember, 1845, the treatment having occupied ninety-one days. Mr. 
Storks adverted to the statistics collected by Mr. B. Phillips, which proved 
the dangerous results to be expected from the Hunterian operation, and 
stated, that of sixteen cases subjected to the treatment by compression, 
contained in a table accompanying the paper, only two had been unsuc- 
cessful, as far as the life of the patient was concerned ; and in fifteen of 
the cases the disease had been cured. Mr. Storks remarked that, in the 
two unsuccessful cases, one (that of Mr. Cusack) could hardly be con- 
sidered unsuccessful, as far as the question of this plan of treatment was 
concerned, the patient dying from disease of the heart forty-eight hours 
after pulsation had ceased in the aneurism. In the second case, Mr. 
Storks attributed the want of success to the great irritability of the pa- 
tient, and to the fact of the pressure being used too forcibly at first. It 
was a matter of importance to ascertain what changes were produced in 
the artery at the point of compression, and whether such changes were 
calculated to embarrass the operator or affect the success of the operation. 
He alluded to three cases in which an opportunity was afforded of exam- 
ing the mg during life or after death, and nothing but slight condensa- 
tion of the sheath was found to have taken place. After some observa- 
tions on the leading points in the above case, and some statistical deduc- 
tions from the table accompanying the paper, Mr. Storks concludes by 
urging the necessity of pressure being fairly tried before the Hunterian ope- 
ration is resorted to. 

In answer to questions, Mr. Storks stated that only one instrument was 
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used ; the patient shifted it himself. There was no evidence of any dis- 
ease in the system, but the patient had an irritable heart. The knee-joint 
was not enlarged, but the artery was in much the same condition as 
pe he Hunterian operation had been performed ; the tumor was solid 
and pulseless. 

Mr. Hancock doubted if the case were cured. The swelling in the 
ham, and twitches in the leg, which still existed, made him doubt the en- 
tire success of the operation. He showed by statistics that the operation 
for popliteal aneurism was less dangerous and fatal than represented in 
books. He related some successful cases which had occurred in his own 

ctice. 
PM. Crisp said, that the fallacy existing respecting the statistics of ope- 
rations for aneurism, consisted in Mr. Philips e. confined his account: 
to aneurism of the larger vessels. In popliteal aneurism the failure by 
operation would be found to be nearer one in fifteen cases than one in 
three. In many cases he believed that pressure would do away with the 
necessity for the ligature. In Dublin, such was the feeling in favor of 

ure, that no surgeon would tie the femoral artery until compression 

d failed. He believed that when compression was properly applied, 
it would be generally successful. ‘The comparative freedom from danger 
of the two proceedings—that of ligature and pressure, was decidedly in 
favor of the latter, and if pressure did fail, it only rendered the case more 
favorable for the employment of the ligature. 

Mr. Storks said that his case was as completely cured as it could have 
been by ligature. He defended the treatment by compression, and 
showed that, when properly applied, it had been always successful. 

Mr. Hancock recollected a case successfully treated by the late Mr. Lynn, 
fifteen years ago, by compression. He abstracted blood occasionally. 

Mr. Hird said that the treatment by pressure was very old, though now 
it was somewhat modified. He cscs B the ligature of the femoral artery, 
even by the improved operation of Scarpa, as a hazardous proceeding. 
Were all cases of popliteal aneurism equally favorable for compression ? In 
the case of Mr. Storks, the man was not healthy ; if healthy, would it have 
rendered the treatment less efficacious? He bore witness to the accuracy 
of Mr. Crisp’s statement regarding ligature of the femoral artery by the 
surgeons of Dublin. The appearance in this case, and in others treated 
by compression, was such as obtained after ligature. He should be of 
opinion that the aneurism was less liable to return after compression than 
after ligature. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAI. JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, MAY 6, 1846. 


ical View of Homeopathy.—In February last, the Medical So- 
ciety of the County of Onondaga, N. Y., listened to a report containing 
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a synoptical view of the principles of homeopathy, by H. Hoyt, M.D., 
chairman of a committee raised to make inquiry into the principles of 
the little or no medicine system. It is a thorough, well-prepared paper, 
that dips deeply into the very recesses of the doctrine. Dr. Hoyt was 
evidently well warmed by his subject. The world, or a pretty important 
part of it, has full faith in the potency of diluted star-light, simply because 

ople hunger after some exciting, spirit-stirring, newly-invented thing. 

here is no choice in regard to what makes the commotion, provided it 
goes bravely on. Homeopathy, therefore, has been a dainty morsel from 
the beginning, more particularly so because it makes such vast demands 
upon one’s faith. Dr. Hoyt’s exhibition of all sides of the question, ex- 
tends through 71 12mo pages, in the present pamphlet, which was issued 
at the expense of the Society. The arguments to show the worthlessness 
of the system are both numerous and cogent. 


Physiological Anatomy.—Messts. Ticknor & Co. have sent us a book 
of real value, from the press of Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, Philadelphia, 
called “The Elements of Physiology, including Physiological Anatomy, 
for the use of medical students, by Wm. B. Carpenter, M.D., &c., with 
one hundred and eighty illustrations.” It is a large octavo, containing 
566 pages. The drawings are on wood, but are excellent, being not only 
beautifully executed, but also admirably distinct to the smallest line. The 
works of this learned author, thus far, are—The Principles of General 
and Comparative Physiology, with numerous illustrations, soon to be 

ublished ; Principles of Human Physiology, with plates ; and a Popular 
Treatise on Vegetable Physiology. Dr. Carpenter is perfectly at home in 
the labyrinths of this captivating science. His mind is constituted for pa- 
tient, deep research into the whys and wherefores of nature. But his 
profound acquirements have neither made him hard to be understood, or 
pedantic in displaying his own or the opinions of others. The late Pre- 
sident Griffin, of Williams College, said that it was a rare gift to be able 
to teach others what we know ourselves. No one who follows Dr. Car- 
penter through the forest of thought, and of fact, and the conclusions 
drawn from the records nature has laid open for inspection, will deny him 
the just praise of having eminently contributed to the advancement of stu- 
dents in the fundamental doctrines of the science of medicine. The 
work we are now particularly noticing, is full of interest to all orders of 
readers. Still, its appropriate place is in the hands of medical students. 
May they profit by its instruction. : 


Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind.—Steadily pursuing the benevolent 
objects originally contemplated, extraordinary results have crowned the 
efforts of the institution. The fourteenth annual report is published, 
which shows not only a good condition of the machinery of the Asylum, 
but more, a progressive improvement, as gratifying as it is important to 
the pupils and beneficiaries. Dr. Howe has given a character to the 
Perkins Institution, which will live long after he ceases to be sensible to 
the praises that shall be bestowed upon his labors. 

At the present juncture, as for a year or two past, Laura Bridgman, 
and, likewise, Oliver Carson, both blind, deaf and dumb, excite the 
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greatest amount of sympathy, surprise and delight. Their intellect is ap- 
proached through the ends of their fingers—and under all the embarrass- 
ments attending the approach in that only highway to their minds, the 
buds of knowledge are gradually unfolding, to exhibit mental phenomena 
not contemplated when their education was commenced. ‘‘ The last 
year,” says Dr. H., “ especially, has been one of great difficulty and 
great danger; for the period has arrived when the natural tendency of 
every human soul to separate and independent individualism, becomes 
very strong; that critical period, when there is often a severe and some- 
times fatal struggle between the conservative spirit of the old, who would 
stunt the growth of the young and keep them in the dependence of child- 
hood, and the aspiring spirit of the young, which irresistibly impels them 
to independence.” 


The Rejected Article—On the 9th of January Dr. S. P. White, of 
New York, removed a tumor from the shoulder of a lady, which gave rise 
to a profuse hemorrhage, &c. We learn this from a published pamphlet, 
by A. L. Cox, M.D., of New York, with the following title, viz.: ‘‘ ‘The 
Rejected Article, in Reply to Dr. S. P. White’s case of Tumor of the 
Shoulder, in the May No. of the New York Journal of Medicine and the 
Collateral Sciences—with introductory remarks, containing a true state- 
ment of the facts in relation to the case.” This must necessarily have a 
local interest, if it has any at all. Nothing is more common than for 
medical men to disagree ; yet all christendom is rarely disturbed by the 
misunderstandings or disagreements of individuals. It is a pity that a 
small tumor should have produced either a great quarrel or a great pamphlet. 
We wish the parties a happy reconciliation, and are quite willing to hope 
that no important or marked prejudices will be allowed to exist between 
two honest men who are ambitious to excel in operative surgery. 


New York Eye and Ear Infirmary.—T he twenty-fifth annual report of 
this Institution, an abstract of which has been published in some of the 
papers, shows that the institution, like the Eye and Ear Infirmary in Bos- 
ton, has accomplished a vast amount of good. In 1845 the number of 
cases was 1550. Patients are constantly increasing, but the surgeons are 
embarrassed for want of such accommodations as the nature of the cases 
coming under their care urgently demands. 


Popular Anatomy.—According to the Bangor, Me., Democrat, Dr 
Darling has been delivering popular lectures on elementary anatomy in 
that city, which were received with marked approbation. Surely no sub- 
a. is of more importance to the whole community, than a general know- 
edge of the complicated mechanism of the human frame. A growing 
disposition is manifested for this knowledge, which should meet with de- 
cided encouragement whenever and wherever an opportunity is presented 
for profiting by competent instructers. When the principles of physiology 
and anatomy become a part of a common school education, as they should, 
life will have a higher value than it now has in public estimation. We 
have heard Dr. Darling spoken of before, as having a happy method of. 
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@ synoptical view of the principles of homeopathy, by H. Hoyt, M.D., 
chairman of a committee raised to make inquiry into the principles of 
the little or no medicine system. It is a thorough, well-prepared paper, 
that dips deeply into the very recesses of the doctrine. Dr. Hoyt was 
evidently well warmed by his subject. The world, or a pretty important 
part of it, has full faith in the potency of diluted star-light, simply because 
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goes bravely on. Homeopathy, therefore, has been a dainty morsel from 
the beginning, more particularly so because it makes such vast demands 
upon one’s faith. Dr. Hoyt’s exhibition of all sides of the question, ex- 
tends through 71 12mo pages, in the present pamphlet, which was issued 
at the expense of the Society. The arguments to show the worthlessness 
of the system are both numerous and cogent. 


Physiological Anatomy.—Messts. Ticknor & Co. have sent us a book 
of real value, from the press of Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, Philadelphia, 
called “The Elements of Physiology, including Physiological Anatomy, 
for the use of medical students, by Wm. B. Carpenter, M.D., &c., with 
one hundred and eighty illustrations.” It is a large octavo, containing 
566 pages. The drawings are on wood, but are excellent, being not only 
beautifully executed, but also admirably distinct to the smallest line. The 
works of this learned author, thus far, are—The Principles of General 
and Comparative Physiology, with numerous illustrations, soon to be 

ublished ; Principles of Human Physiology, with plates; and a Popular 
Treatise on Vegetable Physiology. Dr. Carpenter is perfectly at home in 
the labyrinths of this captivating science. His mind is constituted for “a 
tient, deep research into the whys and wherefores of nature. But his 
profound acquirements have neither made him hard to be understood, or 
pedantic in displaying his own or the opinions of others. The late Pre- 
sident Griffin, of Williams College, said that it was a rare gift to be able 
to teach others what we know ourselves. No one who follows Dr. Car- 
penter through the forest of thought, and of fact, and the conclusions 
drawn from the records nature has laid open for inspection, will deny him 
the just praise of having eminently contributed to the advancement of stu- 
dents in the fundamental doctrines of the science of medicine. The 
work we are now particularly noticing, is full of interest to all orders of 
readers. Still, its appropriate place is in the hands of medical students. 
May they profit by its instruction. 


Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind.—Steadily pursuing the benevolent 
objects originally contemplated, extraordinary results have crowned the 
efforts of the institution. The fourteenth annual report is published, 
which shows not only a good condition of the machinery of the Asylum, 
but more, a progressive improvement, as gratifying as it is important to 
the pupils and beneficiaries. Dr. Howe has given a character to the 
Perkins Institution, which will live long after he ceases to be sensible to 
the praises that shall be bestowed upon his labors. 

At the present juncture, as for a year or two past, Laura Bridgman, 
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greatest amount of sympathy, surprise and delight. Their intellect is ap- 
proached through the ends of their fingers—and under all the embarrass- 
ments attending the approach in that only highway to their minds, the 
buds of knowledge are gradually unfolding, to exhibit mental phenomena 
not contemplated when their education was commenced. ‘‘ The last 
year,” says Dr. H., “‘ especially, has been one of great difficulty and 
great danger; for the period has arrived when the natural tendency of 
every human soul to separate and independent individualism, becomes 
very strong; that critical period, when there is often a severe and some- 
times fatal struggle between the conservative spirit of the old, who would 
stunt the growth of the young and keep them in the dependence of child- 
hood, and the aspiring spirit of the young, which irresistibly impels them 
to independence.” 


The Rejected Article—On the 9th of January Dr. S. P. White, of 
New York, removed a tumor from the shoulder of a lady, which gave rise 
to a profuse hemorrhage, &c. We learn this from a published pamphlet, 
by A. L. Cox, M.D., of New York, with the following title, viz.: ‘* ‘The 
Rejected Article, in Reply to Dr. S. P. White’s case of Tumor of the 
Shoulder, in the May No. of the New York Journal of Medicine and the 
Collateral Sciences—with introductory remarks, containing a true state- 
ment of the facts in relation to the case.” This must necessarily have a 
local interest, if it has any at all. Nothing is more common than for 
medical men to disagree ; yet all christendom is rarely disturbed by the 
misunderstandings or disagreements of individuals. It is a pity that a 
small tumor should have produced either a great quarrel or a great pamphlet. 
We wish the parties a happy reconciliation, and are quite willing to hope 
that no important or marked prejudices will be allowed to exist between 
two honest men who are ambitious to excel in operative surgery. 


New York Eye and Ear Infirmary.—T he twenty-fifth annual report of 
this Institution, an abstract of which has been published in some of the 
papers, shows that the institution, like the Eye and Ear Infirmary in Bos- 
ton, has accomplished a vast amount of good. In 1845 the number of 
cases was 1550. Patients are constantly increasing, but the surgeons are 
embarrassed for want of such accommodations as the nature of the cases 
coming under their care urgently demands. 


Popular Anatomy.—According to the Bangor, Me., Democrat, Dr 
Darling has been delivering popular lectures on elementary anatomy in 
that city, which were received with marked approbation. Surely no sub- 
ject is of more importance to the whole community, than a general know- 
edge of the complicated mechanism of the human frame. A growing 
disposition is manifested for this knowledge, which should meet with de- 
cided encouragement whenever and wherever an opportunity is presented 
for profiting by competent instructers. When the principles of physiology 
and anatomy become a part of a common school education, as they should, 
life will have a higher value than it now has in public estimation. We 
have heard Dr. Darling spoken of before, as having a happy method of. 
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familiarizing his audience with the essential points in general anatomy, 
and feel gratified, therefore, that his labore are so well appreciated at 
the East. 


The Lunatic Asylum at Worcester.—T he friends of this institution will 
regret to learn that Dr. Woodward, who from its commencement has so 
successfully presided over its internal arrangements, is about to resign his 
important trust. He retires to the delightful town of Northampton, where, 
we understand, his attention will not be altogether withdrawn from the 
department of his profession which for so many important years of his life 
has almost exclusively occupied his attention. He carries with him the re- 
spect of all who are aware of the improvement in the treatment of the 
insane which has been so greatly helped forward in the institution under 
his care, and the gratitude of the many who have been restored to reason 
by his skill. His successor has not yet been appointed. 


Infanticide in the Kingsmill Islands.—Capt. Wilkes has recorded 
some striking facts in his Exploring Expedition, which put modern sci- 
ence into the shade. The method by which abortion is produced by the 
savage inhabitants of the group of Islands called Kingsmill, is without a 
parallel, and certainly much more refined in detail, than that of the 
wicked Madame Restell, of New York notoriety. 

A woman, says the Captain, has seldom more than two and never than 
three living children. After the birth of a third, they consider it necessary 
to prevent the increase of their families, and resort to that most unnatural 
means, systematic abortion. So soon as a female believes herself enceinte 
for the third or fourth time, she determines that the offspring shall not 
survive, and, therefore, calls in the aid of an experienced midwife, such 
as practise the art, to destroy the rudimental being, which is effected b 
pressing on the abdomen and back. ‘The operation is not attended wit 
much pain or difficulty to the mother, and when this course is adopted, it 
rarely fails to produce the result intended. Strange as it may appear to 
us, the practice is viewed without horror or shame, from the circumstance 
that the public sentiment is in favor of preventing families from becoming 
too large. The custom of destroying fatal life is universal among the 
unmarried females, but children, when born, are never killed. : 


Cholera at Ceylon.—That scourge of the East, cholera, which has ob- 
tained a foothold that after ages cannot easily remove, has been mak- 
ing dreadful havoc at Ceylon, and some other places. On the 13th of 
January there was a grand sacrifice of cocks, rams and buffaloes. The 
public ceremonies closed by allowing a scapegoat run from the assembled 
multitude, a bearer of all the sins of the afflicted people. There is a 
certain goddess Mari-Ammal, who is presumed to conduct the pestilence, 
but having a far greater liking to the blood of cocks and rams than to a 
precarious living otherwise, she is always remarkably kind when honored 
profusely. She likes good measure and fat quarters. 


The Louisiana Medico-Chirurgical Society offers a prize (a gold medal, 
of the value of one hundred dollars), for the best essay written in English 
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or in French, on Strictures of the Urethra, with their treatment. The 
communications must be accompanied with a letter and corresponding 
mottoes, addressed to the President of the Society. The prize will be 
awarded on the first Wednesday of April, 1847.—St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 


Remedy for Odontalgia.—Dr. Thomas W. Carter, one of our recent 
graduates, has furnished us with the following recipe for tooth-ache, which 
he declares has never failed in his hands in a single instance. R. Ether 
sulph., tinct. camphore, tinct. opii, equal parts. ix. A piece of lint or 
cotton thoroughly wet with the lotion is to be introduced into the affected 
tooth, and suffered to remain until the pain subsides, which will usually 
take place in one or two minutes.— Southern Med. Journal. 


Medical Miscellany.—A Mr. William Brigden is said to have lately 
died in Blagden Co., N. C., in the 124th year of his age.—Measles is he- 
ginning again to be quite prevalent in many parts of New England.— 
Smallpox still continues in full force, and will never subside till the people 
are universally vaccinated.—Stockton’s Dental Intelligencer appears in 
the octavo form, and is edited in England by Mr. Robinson.—Upwards of 
forty surgeons, belonging to the East India service, now in England on 
leave of absence, are all ordered back.—A man who formerly resided on 
the Island of Martinique, is represented to have been the father of thirty 
sons by one wife.-—An aged man and his wife are living in Boston, who 
have had twenty-four children. 


Marniep,—At Salem, Edward B. Peirson, M.D., to Miss Catharine Pickman 
Saltonstall. 


Report of Deaths in Boston—for the week a May 2nd, 54.—Males, 31, females, 23. 
Sullborn, 10. Ofconsumption, 6—smallpox, 6—measles, 6—throat distemper, 1—dropsy of 
the brain, 2—debility, 1—intemperance, 2—rupture of bloodvessel, 1—convulsions, 1—burns, 1 
—scarlet fever, 5—rheumatism, 1—pleurisy, 1--lung fever, 1—jaundice, 1—infantile, 6—teeth- 
ing, |—inflammation of the lungs, 2-—accidental, i—cancer, 1—hip disease, 
tion of the bowels, i—disease of the heart, i—delirium tremens, 1—canker, 1—unknown, 2. 

Under 5 years, 22—between 5 and 20 years, 8—between 20 and 40 years, 9 —between 40 and 
60 years, 9—over 60 years, 6. 


REGISTER OF THE WEATHER, 


Kept at the State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Mass. Lat. 42° 15 49". Elevation 483 ft. 
April. Therm. Barometer. Wind. April. Therm. Barometer. Wind. 
1 ; from 82 to 45 | from 29.67 to 29.73 } N Wi; 16 | from 29 to 54 | from 29.53 to 29.78 | 8 W 
2 29 «649 29.73 29.77 |NW 17 «62 29.60 29.70; W 
3 31. 29.75 29.80 |NE 18 4 #77 29.40 29.56 | 8 W 
4 27 «(58 29.87 2.93 |NE i9 52 «64 29.30 29.40; NW 

30 58 29.86 SW 2 42 67 29.54 29.701 W 
6 40 63 29.60 29.83 21 54 «83 29.26 29.46| SW 
7 43 6B 29.69 29.88 | 8 22 48 «66 29.46 29.46) SW 
8 48 53 29.50 29.50 | 23 48 74 29.37 29.40) 8W 
9 33057 29.59 2.80 '8 W 24 §2 75 29.065 2.22; NW 
10 3264 29.52 29.71 |8W || 25 3860 NE 
46 62 29.06 29.33 8 W || 26 32.58 29.15 29.33) NW 
12 43 48 28.93 29.11 | 8 W || 27 41 +68 29.18 29.24; NW 
13 30 «(42 28.93 29.50| NW | 28 “4% 74 29.30 29.36, NE 
14 2 645 29.35 29.74 |NW 29 40 «(65 29.30 29.39 | SE 
15 3% 43 29.16 29.46 |NW|| 30 42 (54 29.07 29.10| NE 
This month has been t, mild, and favorable for the labor of the husbandman. The month 
has been dry ; little rain having fallen till the night of the 29th, when one inch fell. The fruit trees 
are in full vy AB April 2d, Trailing Arbutus in blossom ; 3d, Daphne Mezerian ; 9th, Crocus; 10th, 


Rain, 1.34 inch 


| | | " and Blue Bell; zed, 
cinth ; 24th, Cherry and Plumb Trees; 25th, Peach Trees; 27th, Shadbark and Wild Cherry; 28th, 
Missouri Currant. Range of the Thermometer, from 29° to 83°. Barometer, from 28.93 to 29.93. 
cs. 
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New Haven Medical Society.—At the Annual New Haven County 
Meeting of the Connecticut Medical Society, held at the Park House, 
Thursday, April 9th, 1846, Andrew French, M.D., of Milford, was elect- 
ed Chairman. P. A. Jewett, M.D., of New Haven, Clerk. Samuel P. 
Church, M.D., William W. Rodman, M.D., A. N. Bell, M.D., and John 
W. Hubbell, M.D., were admitted members of the Society. The follow- 
ing were elected Fellows :—Eli Ives, M.D., W. L. Lay, M.D., Charles 
Hooker, M.D., Anson Moody, M.D., and M. C. Leavenworth, M.D. 

Committee of Publication —E. Ives, M.D., J. Knight, M.D., and C. 
Hooker, M.D. 

Committee on Credentials.—V.M. Dow, M.D., J. Canfield, M.D., and 
Henry Bronson, M.D. 

County Student.—Mr. George E. Buddington, of New Haven. 

Dissertators.—George O. Sumner, M.D., and W. W. Rodman, M.D. 
Dr. A. Beardsley, of Birmingham, read a dissertation on Scarlatina, and 
Dr. D. A. Tyler, of New Haven, on the J/amamelis Virginiana or Witch 
Hazel. Dr. Eli Ives read a continuation of his sketch of the New Haven 
County Medical Society, being a short sketch of the life and character 
of Dr. AZneas Monson. 


Fractures of the Ribs. —M. Lisfrane has introduced what is said to bea 
modification in the treatment of this accident, the importance of which ex- 
perience confirms. Pressure exercised on an oval body acts with more 
force in the direction of the longest diameter ; and the transverse is gene- 
rally greater than the antero-posterior diameter of the thorax. Accord- 
ingly, the pressure of a bandage, embracing the whole circumference of 
the chest, is greatest at the lateral parts, and thus must tend to press the 
ends of the bone inwards, instead of fulfilling the indication of directing 
them outwards. For the latter purpose compresses, about four inches 
wide, should be placed over the sternum; so graduated, that the antero- 
posterior not only equals but even exceeds the lateral diameter. 

This principle of treatment is undoubtedly correct, and we believe it is 
admitted by Mr. Samuel Cooper and others; at the same time it is very 
seldom acted upon in this country, and perhaps in consequence of the 
omission, the bandages have frequently to be removed altogether to obviate 
the pain produced in respiration by the fractured extremity of the bone.— 
Ancell’s Report in Ranking’s Abstract, vol. ii. from Gazette des Hopi- 
tauz, July 8, 1845. 


New Medical Works in London.—Lectures illustrative of the various 
subjects in Pathology and Surgery. By Sir Benj. C. Brodie, Bart., F.R.S., 
Foreign Correspondent of the Institute of France, &c.—A Practical 
Treatise on Abdominal Hernia. By Tho. Pridgin Teale, F.L.S., Fellow of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, and Surgeon to the Leeds General In- 
firmary.—On Disorders of the Cerebral Circulation, and on the Connec- 
tion between Affections of the Brain and Diseases of the Heart. By 
George Burrows, M.D.—The Surgical and Mechanical Treatment of the 
Teeth, including Dental Mechanics, &c. &c. By James Robinson, Sur- 
geon-Dentist to the Metropolitan Hospital, &c. 
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